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The Natural Cell Method of Beekeeping  
The case for natural cells. We beekeepers need 
to control the pests in a natural way. We will elaborate more on this 
as we go, but Dee and Ed Lusby arrived at the conclusion that the 
solution to this was to get back to natural cell size. Foundation (the 
source of contamination in the hive from pesticide buildup in the 
world beeswax supply) is designed to guide the bees to build the size 
cells we want. Since workers are from one size and drones from 
another and since beekeepers for more than a century have viewed 
drones as the enemy of production, beekeepers use foundation to 
control the size cells the bees make. At first this was based on natu-
ral sizes of cells. Early foundation ran from about 4.4mm to 5.05mm. 
But then someone (Francis Huber was one of the first to write about 
it) observed that bees build a variety of cell sizes and that large bees 
emerged from large cells and small bees emerged from small cells. 
So Baudoux decided that if you enlarged the cells more you could 
get larger bees. The assumption was that larger bees could haul 
more nectar and therefore would be more productive. So now, to-
day, we have a standard cell size of foundation that is 5.4mm. When 
you consider that at 4.9mm the comb is about 20mm thick and at 
5.4mm the comb is 23mm thick this makes a difference in the vol-
ume. According to Baudoux the volume of a 5.555mm cell is 301cu-
bic mm. The volume of a 4.7mm cell is 192mm. Natural cell size 
runs from about 4.4mm to 5.1mm with 4.9mm or smaller being the 
common size in the core of the brood nest.  
So what we have is unnaturally large cells making unnaturally large 
bees. We will elaborate more on why and how on the page "Natural 
Cell Size". The short version is that with natural cell size we get con-
trol of the Varroa population and can finally keep our bees alive 
without all the treatments.  

Other topics to be covered:  
 

Purchase Tickets ONLINE at Shelbybees.org  
OR 
Make checks payable to Shelby County Beekeepers Asso-
ciation. Mail completed form and check to: David Karcher, 
212 Woodridge Dr., Pelham, AL 35124 

INCLUDES Box Lunch, drawing for FREE Tshirts, & givea-
ways. 
Saturday, March 5, 2016  

Early Registration 8:30am......Begins 9:00am 
More Info. Contact Brandon.blankenship@outlook.com  

 

 
Early Registration 8:30 a.m.    Opening 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday, March 5, 2016 
Pre-registration Cost Through Friday, March 4: $35.00 
Walk-ins March 5: $45.00 
Officers of our local & state beekeeping Association 
receive 10% off of your ticket. 
ALL Prices include Box Lunch Meal, drawing for FREE Tshirts & givea-
ways! 
PURCHASE TICKETS  
Comer Hall (Bloch Street, Station 6420, 
Montevallo, AL 35115  
For more info. contact: Brandon Blanken-
ship, SCBA President  
Email: brandon.blankenship@outlook.com

The 

Michael Bush 
Speaker - 

Unsustainable beekeeping system 
Beekeeping Pests 
Shallow Gene Pool 
Contamination 
Wrong Gene Pool 

Upset ecology of the bee 
colony 
Beekeeping House of Cards 
Stop treating 
Clean Wax 

Meet The Author 

 ~  BOOKS  
AVAILABLE  

FOR PURCHASE 

  

 

 
Michael Bush is one of the leading proponents of treatment 

free beekeeping. He has been keeping bees since the mid 
70's, usually from two to seven hives up until the year 2000. 
Varroa forced more experimentation which required more 

hives and the number has grown steadily over the years 
from then. By 2008 it was about 200 hives. He is active on 

many of the Beekeeping forums with last count at more 
than 50,000 posts between all of them. He has had an eclec-

tic set of careers from printing and graphic arts, to con-
struction to computer programming and a few more in be-
tween. Currently he is working in computers. He has a web 

site on beekeeping at www.bushfarms.com/bees.htm  

Who Is Michael 
Bush?  

March 5, 2016 ~ 9:00—3:30pm 
~ presents ~ 

Comer Hall—Bloch Street, Station 6420, Montevallo, AL 35115  

Name:___________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________ 

Qty:__________ Price: __________Tickets are to be pick up at event. 

Do you hold an office Y or N. What office? ______________________ 

Regular Tickets before 3/5 $35.00 each—Day Of event $45.00 each 

Discount for Pres, VP, Secretary, Treasurer of Beekeeping Association 
before 3/5 $31.50 each—Day of event $40.50 each 

The 

http://shelbybees.org/michael-bush-event-3-2/

