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Dr. John Hurst explains that the Varroa Mite is Enemy #1
Dr. John Hurst, SCBA’s guest speaker for August explained that the Varroa Mite is our biggest enemy in the summer. His slides displayed his extensive graphical record showing varroa mite population significantly increases immediately after extracting honey.
Though it is not exactly known why this occurs, his records reflect that they increase at
this time in addition to the visual presence of
the mites on the bees. He explains that to test
for varroa mite presence it is simple. First, he
cuts a sheet of corrugated plastic the size of
his bottom board, then, draws a 1x1 inch grid
on the topside and coats it with an aerosol
cooking spray, then places it underneath the
Dr. Hurst says he applies Apivar to rid
hive just below the screen. He makes his obhis hive of varroa mites.
servation over a 24-hour period by counting
the number of varroa in a couple of different squares. He repeats this before, during and after
extraction and then during varroa mite treatment. He uses Apivar treatment to control the over
population of these mites based on his formula when he counts about 60-100 per 1 inch square.
He uses Apivar according to manufacturer’s direction. He believes to keep pests such as the
varroa mite and hive beetle at bay he says placing a hive in the open away from trees with at
least 6-8 hours of direct sun keeps these and other problems at a manageable level as he has
observed over a number of years.
Apivar http://www.brushymountainbeefarm.com/Apivar/productinfo/465/
What Indiana Beekeeper’s do for varroa mite and hive beetle control.
http://www.indianahoney.org/2012/09/Small-Hive-Beetle-SHB-What-to-do.cfm

August 17 is National Honey Bee Day.
Facts to think about on this day about the Honey Bee
-One-third of all fruits and vegetables are pollinated by honey bees.
-Some fruits will not develop without pollination from the honey bees.
-We have a higher number of fruits and vegetables, when honey bees pollinate.
-When we see a lop-sided apple or pumpkin, it’s because of improper pollination.
-It’s estimated that 50-80% of the world’s food supply is affected by honey bee pollination.
-In many ways our food chain is affected by honey bees. We are dependent on the honey bee for our food production.
-Honey bees provide natures perfect, most organic sweetener.
-Honey bees furnish people with: honey, beeswax, propolis, pollen, royal jelly, apitherapy, enjoyment, income and the love
of the insect.
-Honey bees historically go far back to pre-Egyptian days over 4,500 years ago possibly more.
-Honey bees provide the vehicle including antibiotic treatment of honey for burn victims.
-The honey bees produce honey that provides the best relief for sore throats.
-Honey bees also produce propolis that is used in horse hooves and various medicinal applications.
-Honey bees produce honey that has antibacterial-antiviral uses which include cancer treatments.
-Honey bees are perfect for mirroring our environmental health. They are sensitive to pesticides.
Source: http://www.nationalhoneybeeday.com/whathoneybeesdo.html
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Download



Beekeepers Check List for August & September

August–

September-

__Extract ripened honey.

__Consider reducing hive bodies down to 2 boxes unless you

__Keep check on the Summer dearth, where a transition from
Summer to Fall flowers begin and little to no nectar is available. You may need to feed the bees.

are participating in Fall nectar flow, then you will wait.
__Keep a monthly check. Fall nectar flow is short yet intense
and begins with the sour smelling Goldenrod flower.

The Bees. The colony's growth is diminishing. Drones are still

The Bees. The drones may begin to disappear this month.

around, but outside activity begins to slow down as the nectar

The hive population is dropping. The queen's egg laying is

flow slows.

dramatically reduced.

The Beekeeper. No more chance of swarming. Watch for hon-

The Beekeeper. Harvest your honey crop. Remember to

ey robbing by wasps or other bees. There is not too much for

leave the colony with at least 40 pounds of honey for winter.

you to do this month. Have a little holiday.

Check for the queen's presence. Attend bee club meetings.

Time Spent. Estimate about an hour or two.

Time Spent. Estimate 2-3 hours.

~ SCBA Calendar of Events ~
ing, Fri & Sat., Sept., 27 & 28, 8am til. 2013 Taylor Road Bap-

September 2013

tist Church, Montgomery, AL.

AL Master Beekeepers Program, Sept. 5, 6 & 7, Class
Tests, Hunter Hills Church, Prattville, AL. Visit Alabama-

October 2013

MastersBeekeepersProgram.com for more information.

SCBA Monthly Meeting, Thursday, Oct. 3, 7-9pm. Monthly

SCBA Monthly Meeting, *NEW DATE **NEW LOCATION

Meeting. SCBA Honey Judging among our members where you

Thurs, Sept., 12, 7-9pm. LOCATION: Hope Christian School-419 bring some of your 2013 honey bounty in an unmarked conPhilippians Boulevard, Pelham, AL 35124 Link for DIRECTIONS. tainer and our judge will test for moisture content and taste!
http://www.hopechristian.net/page9/page9.html

Also, we will have our 2014 SCBA Officer Elections for Presi-

HANDS ON in the Bee Yard so bring your Bee Suit!!!! Instruc-

dent, Vice President, Treasurer & Secretary.

tor: Gary Bowen will tell us the "How to" in the Hive. Early

November 2013

Thanks to Wayne and Connie Atchison for providing this unique

SCBA Monthly Meeting, Thursday, Nov. 7, 7-9pm.

experience.

Fall SCBA Booth Shelby County Fair, Columbiana, AL ,
Sept. 16-21, Mon.-Fri., 5:30 p.m. until; Sat., 3 p.m. until. Volunteers needed. Organizer: Gary Bowen, call 205.678.2550

Alabama Beekeepers Association Annual Meet-

Tell your favorite bee story. Also, movie night, we bring
the popcorn you bring the soda! Last meeting of the
year.

December 2013
NO MEETING, Resumes January 2, 2014.

SAVE 30%

SALE 8/22 - 8/26
Notepads, Tags, Enclosure Cards & more!

Visit our Sponsor

Africanized / Killer Bees…………Video Documentary
What you should know. . .
-

History Channel—Monster Quest

Never disturb a hive.
Avoid loud noise.
Don’t go up to a hive.
Avoid strong scents, shiny jewelry or dark clothing.
If attacked, run away in straight line.
Run into the wind.
Seek an enclosed shelter.
If no shelter is available…cover w/ blankets or leaves.
Cover small children eyes and face as you run.
Don’t stop to help others. Yell for them to run away.
Don’t get into water.
Call 911………………...Scape out the stingers.

Source: http://www.wikihow.com/Escape-from-KillerBees

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JV82lfME1M

Are you watering…...your bees?
It’s important to provide a water source. It will hopefully keep
them from flying to your neighbors water area instead. Remember, KISS-Keep it simple silly. Putting a
few small rocks in the bottom of the
bowl so the bees have a place to land
and drink without drowning. This jug
holds about 3 gallons. They sell
5-gallon bowls/jugs also. You can actually train your bees to drink water
from this source. Otherwise, they will find a water source somewhere else.

Alabama Master Beekeeper Program
ing
Upcom
.,
Thurs
Sat.
Fri. &
,6&7
Sept. 5
2013

You MUST REGISTER to take these tests
and make checks payable to

Alabama Master Beekeepers Program.
Mail Checks to:
Info. not available.

A. Andrews
2232 Andrews Chana Creek Road
Eclectic, Alabama 36024

Visit Website: AlabamaMasterBeekeepers.com

For more information:
Contact:
Margie Robertson, President 2013
205-672-9604

Are You A SCBA Member?

Why Not??

2013 SCBA Sponsorships Information
Shelby County Beekeepers Association-SCBA Brochure
E-mail: shelbycobeekeepers@gmail.com
Monthly Meeting, 1st Thurs. Each Month
Senior Adult Center on Highway 36,
Chelsea, AL 35043
7—9pm

Where beekeepers get the knowledge
to share the knowledge.

Shelbybees.org
Shelby County Beekeepers Association
SCBA

Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

2013 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:___________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________

@shelbycobeekeep

________________________________________________________

Visit our Sponsors

Phone (Home) __________________________________________

City

State

Zip Code

(Cell) ___________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________
(for meeting notices and club events)

Yearly club dues: $10.00 per person
Make checks payable to:
Shelby County Beekeepers Association
Mail to:
Shelby County Beekeepers Association
c/o Karyn Bowen
112 Cliff Road
Sterrett, AL 35147
OR
You can register online at SCBA:
http://ow.ly/d4iae

206 Oak Mountain Circle
Pelham, AL 35124

CALL (205) 408-1198

Visit our Sponsors

As a SCBA member, if you have hive equipment,
package bees, nucs, queens, or local honey for sale,
send us COMPLETE INFO. if you would like to add
your name to our list. Email: Shelbycobeekeepers@gmail.com

