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though he uses precaution by wear-

ing a bee jacket, hat and veil. He has 

kept bees all during his marriage to 

wife, ‘Pearl’ of 68 years though she 

might not have been as fond of bees 

as he was. He explains when it’s not 

bee season, his brindled cat ‘Mollie’ 

keeps him company as he maintains 

his garden and yard. I asked Carl-

ton what he likes most about bee-

keeping and he replied “I love eve-

rything about beekeeping….I have-

n’t learned it all yet … there’s a lot 

more to learn!” Next time you attend 

our meeting, say ‘Hi’ to Carlton or 

“Mr. Bearden” as he is fondly 

known by some.  He’s our ‘Bee Pas-

tor’ because he always prays for the 

bees and at 92 he has earned the 

title. 

Meet SCBA’s Wise Beekeeper. . .Carlton Bearden 
While proudly wearing his 

beekeepers hat, Carlton 

Bearden of Vincent, Alabama 

sits down for a brief talk about 

his bees at a recent SCBA 

meeting. He claims he has 

kept bees for 27 years and 

that his father kept bees and 

maybe one other relative but 

he attributes all he has 

learned from his father. He 

says beekeeping has come 

along way since those days. 

He goes on to say he remem-

bers his father having little to 

no tools and that the hives 

were square and he used a 

straw hat and a baby mosqui-

tos net to keep the bees from 

getting to him. I asked him if he 

had ever been stung and Carl-

ton said,”You ain’t a beekeep-

er if you ain’t been stung” 

April Showers brought SCBA a night of Workshops 
Our monthly meeting for April found the SCBA beekeepers 

having a  workshop of various beekeepers to see where we all 

are and what we are doing. Though, we could have many more 

of our beekeepers’ telling us of their experiences, the four 

that spoke did a great job. First, SCBA President Margie Rob-

ertson spoke about pollination, flowers and some interesting 

facts about the journey of the honeybee when it goes to get 

the needed pollen for the hive. Then, Boy Scout of Troop 828 

and SCBA Youth Beekeeper, Cayman Frederick explained his 

quest for achieving his Eagle Project of building 2 beehives, 

stand and installation of package 

bees at Aldridge Garden Botani-

cal Gardens recently in Hoover, Alabama. Finally, SCBA Begin-

ning Beekeeping Instructor and Mentor, George Baldwin along 

with assistant and Master Beekeeper Student Robert Shoemaker 

explained the fascinating arena of growing, maintaining and 

marking queens for queen less hives as well as splitting a colony 

during the spring time.  
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Honeybee Decline. 

According to Michael Wines Article in the 

New York Times recently, CCD or Colony 

Collapse Disorder was first noticed in 

2005. Beekeepers and researchers blame 

the pesticide, neonicotinoids as the culprit 

but more research is required. 

Seasoned beekeepers proclaim that 

they’ve noticed in certain colonies that in 

one year their hives have gone from thriv-

ing to no bees at all the next season. 

Pollinators for almond trees in California 

have lost 1/3 of their bees due to CCD. 

Some have had a 55% loss. Pollinators say 

that in the Fall the honeybees are fine and 

then begin dying off come winter until they 

are gone. One beekeeper had 13,000 hives and by the beginning of the 

pollination season just 3,000 hives were left which is devastating. 

For agriculture most pollination offers a 20% increase in fruit and vege-

tables by harvest but when we see such a decline in honeybees that 

does not occur. We see loss in product, loss in jobs and higher prices in 

food. 

Though, CCD surfaced in 2005, other events such as drought and bee 

mites could be added to this devastating scenario. 

U.S. Beekeepers still believe the problem is coming from pesticides, 

fungicides and herbicides as seen in their European counterparts. These 

neonicotinoid pesticides or “neonics” as they are called by farmers, 

affect honeybees and other insects via their system through the pollen 

and through the seeds themselves. The neonics are a nicotine-derivative 

pesticide. European regulators blame these for bee deaths, 

According to the article, soybeans, canola, corn and sunflowers all have 

been genetically enhanced made adaptable to weed killers, fungicides 

and herbicides surviving to keep insects from maturing etc. 

Other Sources: https://squashpractice.wordpress.com/2013/03/26/im-

getting-rid-of-imidacloprid-avoiding-the-worst-neonicotinoid-

insecticides/  

May–  

 Bees are growing rapidly getting ready for the nectar flow. 

__Be prepared to add additional hive bodies if necessary when 

80% frames are capped. 

The Bees. Now the activity really starts hopping. The nectar 

and pollen should begin to come into the hive thick and fast. 

The queen will be reaching her greatest rate of egg laying. The 

hive should be bursting with activity. 

The Beekeeper. If you use a queen excluder now would be the 

time to do that, and place honey supers on top of the top deep. 

Watch out for swarming. Inspect the hive weekly. Attend bee 

club meetings and work-

shops. 

Time Spent. Estimate  

4-5 hours this month. 

          Beekeepers Check List for April & May 

 

 

 

            April- 

         __You can order spring time package bees, nucs and 

queens on sites now but many will have already completed 

their orders. 

The Bees. The weather begins to improve, and the early blos-

soms begin to appear. The bees begin to bring pollen into the 

hive. The queen is busily laying eggs, and the population is 

growing fast. The drones will begin to appear. 

The Beekeeper. On a warm and still day do your first compre-

hensive inspection. Can you find evidence of the queen? Are 

there plenty of eggs and brood? Is there a nice pattern to her 

egg laying?  Later in the month, on a very mild and windless 

day, you should consider reversing the hive bodies. This will 

allow for a better distribution of brood, and stimulate the 

growth of the colony.  

Time Spent. Estimate 3 hours.  

If you see one of the following names 

listed on a Pesticide, Fungicide or Herb-

icide Product, it contains a neonico-

tinoid 

•Acetamiprid 

•Clothianidin 

•Dinotefuran 

•Imidacloprid 

•Nitenpyram 

•Thiocloprid 

•Thiamethoxam 

Visit our Sponsors 

Two Products that have NO HARMFUL 

chemicals. 
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Video link:  http://nyti.ms/11UImNY 

Video link: http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=50144535n 

Click Here 

OFFICIAL SCBA Items 

Pick your stickers &      

buttons up at our next  

                     meeting 

Stickers $2.00, Buttons $1.00, T-Shirts $20.00 

http://nyti.ms/11UImNY
http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=50144535n
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qx5GiKbXgcEb8IBfzOyR_5j2gtXGqUduyHZNHrRQJls/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qx5GiKbXgcEb8IBfzOyR_5j2gtXGqUduyHZNHrRQJls/viewform


SCBA Event Calendar: 
 

April 2013 
SCBA Event, Sat, April 13, 10-2pm. Bee Booth, Myers Plants 
and Pottery, Pelham, AL. Join Us. 
 

May 2013 

SCBA Monthly Meeting, Thurs, May, 2, 6:30-9pm. Speaker: 

Barclay Borland Gresham Local Artist will be speaking about 

her beeswax paintings. Website: http://barclaygresham.com/ 

ABA-Alabama Beekeepers Association, 7th Annual Picnic, 
Sat., May 18, 8:41am-5:23pm. Cullman County Fairgrounds-

1501 Sportsman Lake Road NW, Cullman, AL 35055 

If you plan to attend, please contact Bonnie Funderburg 

on what you are bringing: (Baked beans, potato salad, 

cole slaw, salad, potato chips, tomatoes, vegetable, or 

desserts.) ABA furnishes everything else. Call Bonnie 

Funderburg at 205-625-3464 or email at fun-

der@otelco.net 

 Link: http://www.alabamabeekeepers.com/documents/2012%

20Conv%20&%20Picnic/1012%20%20Picnic%20main%20info%

20page..htm 

June SCBA Picnic  
SCBA Monthly Meeting, Thurs, June., 6, 6:30-9pm. Volunteers 
& Food Needed: Contact-Pam Fretwell 616-7436 
 

July 2013 

SCBA Monthly Meeting, Thurs, July., 11, 7-9pm. Guest Speak-
er: Bill Evans from Rosehill Farm, speaking on his experience as 

a long-time beekeeper. 
 

September 2013 

Fall SCBA Booth #1 

Shelby County Fair, Columbiana, AL , Sept. 16-21, Mon.-Fri., 
5:30 p.m. until; Sat., 3 p.m. until. Volunteers needed. 

Alabama Beekeepers Association Annual Meeting,  Fri & 
Sat., Sept., 28 & 29, 8am til.  2013 Taylor Road Baptist Church, 

Montgomery, AL. 

Master Beekeepers Program, Class & Tests, Pratville, 

AL. 
 

October 2013 

Fall SCBA Booth #2 

Chelsea Day, Chelsea, AL , TBA, Volunteers needed. Event 
Organizer: Betty Elder. 

  

Visit our Sponsors 

Shelby County Beekeepers 

Association 

SCBA 

A Not-For-Profit Organization 

  

Where beekeepers get the knowledge  
to share the knowledge. 

Shelbybees.org 

As a SCBA member, if you have hive equipment, package 

bees, nucs, queens, or local honey for sale, send us COM-

PLETE INFO. if you would like to add your name to our list. 

Email: Shelbycobeekeepers@gmail.com 

For more information: 

Contact:  

Margie Robertson, President 2013 

205-672-9604  

  

2013 SCBA Sponsorships Information 

Shelby County Beekeepers Asso- 

ciation-SCBA Brochure 

   E-mail: shelbycobeekeepers@gmail.com 

  

Monthly Meeting, 1st Thurs. Each Month 

Senior Adult Center on Highway 36, 

Chelsea, AL 35043 

7—9pm  

SAVE 10% 

Find us on Facebook  

Follow us on Twitter 

@shelbycobeekeep 

Use Code: BEE10 

at checkout 
NA21001-10121 

LST1001-10121 
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