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Congratulations! 2013 SCBA Beginning Beekeeping Graduates
SCBA is excited to announce
the 2013 Beginning Beekeeping Class Graduates! We had
over 50 people to inquire
about this class but space was
limited to 35. This class began
January 24th and for seven
Thursday evenings for 2 hours
each they were taught everything one needs to know to
start beekeeping. Some of the
topics included: History of
beekeeping, bee biology,
parasites/diseases, establishing an apiary, where to purchase and how to install equipment as well as purchasing
package bees, nucs and colony splitting. They also learned
about plants, pollination and
the all important nectar flow.
Students now know the many

Over 30 people participated from all over Shelby County, AL. ( more pics p 3. )
products of honeybees. The
class concluded with talking
about dearths, requeening,
swarm management and Fall
and Winter management. But
probably the three most important words a beekeeper
should never forget when beekeeping is FEED, FEED, FEED.
Attendees to the class came
from all over the county including: Alabaster, Inverness, Chelsea, Clanton, Columbiana,

Harpersville, Indian Springs,
Leeds, Odenville, Montevallo,
Pelham, Sterrett, and Vincent.
Thanks too goes out to our legendary instructors: George
Baldwin, Robert Shoemaker,
Gary Bowen, Margie Robertson,
Jimmy Carmack, and Lloyd Mehaffey who have several years of
experience in beekeeping, horticultural, teaching and mentoring.

March SCBA Speaker, Sallie Lee Jefferson County Extension Center
Speaking to us about Top Bar Hives this month is
Sallie Lee of the Jefferson County Extension
Center.
Sallie explains the basic frameless
design of this hive system and how it’s easy to
maintain because there is no heavy lifting involved. Everything is at waist level and all the bars are horizontal
while the typical lengths are only 3 to 4 feet. She tells us “you first
begin with package bees and a queen and install just like the traditional Langstroth Hive but the bees work in one direction.” She says to
initiate wax comb buildup you can apply melted wax to the slat on the
inside of the bar and then the bees
will naturally begin building comb
downwards. She says that this method of keeping bees produces the most
beautiful and pure honeycomb unlike that of other hive systems but warns
there is no easy way to extract the honey from the comb. She says if a per-
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Beekeepers Check List for March & April

March–
__ Spring splits and installation of nucs begin to be an option for late month.
__You can order spring time package bees, nucs and queens
on sites now.
—You can install early ordered package bees this month.
The Bees. This is the month when colonies can die of starvation. However, if you fed them plenty of sugar syrup in the late
autumn /winter, this should not happen. With the days growing
longer, the queen steadily increases her rate of egg laying.
More brood means more food consumed. The drones begin to
appear. The bees will continue to consume honey stores.
The Beekeeper. Early in the month, on a nice mild day, and
when there is no wind and bees are flying, you can have a
quick peek inside your hive. It's best not to remove the frames.
Just have a look-see under the cover. If you do not see any
sealed honey in the top frames, you may need to provide some
emergency food (fondant or granulated sugar if cold temps
prevail, syrup if the weather is mild). But remember, once you
start, you should not stop until they are bringing in their own
food supplies.
Time Spent. Estimate 2 hours this month.
April__You can order spring time package bees, nucs and queens

on sites now but many will have already completed their orders.
The Bees. The weather begins to improve, and the early blossoms begin to appear. The bees begin to bring pollen into the
hive. The queen is busily laying eggs, and the population is
growing fast. The drones will begin to appear.
The Beekeeper. On a
warm and still day do
your first comprehensive inspection. Can you
find evidence of the
queen? Are there plenty
of eggs and brood? Is
there a nice pattern to
her egg laying? Later in
the month, on a very
mild and windless day,
you should consider
reversing the hive bodies. This will allow for a
better distribution of
brood, and stimulate the
growth of the colony.
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Time Spent. Estimate 3
hours.

It’s Only A Wax Moth ?...N O T ! ! ! ! !
The adult wax moth can do more damage than you think. They can 1) Get inside
your hive 2) get to your stored frames for winter. Regardless, you never want to
let your guard down and do regular checkups on your drawn out comb whether
it’s stored honey comb or brood comb. The wax moth loves dark areas where
she will lay her eggs and in a few weeks a webbing will cover your wax and potentially damage the frames. Take heart though, with a little
knowledge and diligence you can halt this destructive
pest. Treatment? When storing your wax comb supers it’s
is recommended “place 6 oz. of Paradichorobenzen(PDB)
crystals on top of a square of newspaper in the top super.”
This is a preventative measure
when storing the supers so you
must keep check every 6 weeks.
Other suggestions included airing
these out several days before using. YOU NEVER USE MOTH BALLS
on ridding a hive or stored comb
o f
t h e s e
p e s t s .
For complete info. please research
before you do anything to your
hives. Source: Brushy Mountain
Bee Farm.

Sallie Lee Continued…..from page 1
-son is looking to mass
produce honey then the
Top Bar Hive is not for you.
The Top Bar Hive is great if
you simply love bees and
need the pollination they
offer. After having this system a few years, she believes the Top Bar Hive is a
healthier way to keep bees
with producing fewer varroa mites and boasts that
she has never had to treat
for disease. She encourages everyone to investigate this type of hive and
explains that it is legal and
an acceptable system in
Alabama to have these
type hives while they are
found all over the world.

2013 SCBA Beginning Beekeeping Class Pictures
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Cayman Frederick is a Life Scout in Boy Scout Troop 828 and has been in Scouts for
10-years. The Eagle Scout Project is a major advancement that a Boy
Scout undertakes when he nears the end. Cayman has chosen to focus
his efforts for this project on building two beehives and the stand,
ordering and installing bees in these hives. These will be donated to
Aldridge Gardens. The fundraising goal to pay for this project is $900.
If you would like to be a part of this effort in supporting our SCBA Youth
Member, the Boy Scouts and his Eagle Project, make checks payable to
Aldridge Gardens. Mail to 234 Mountain Forest Trail, Calera, AL 35040, or
call 205-669-7194 with any questions regarding this project.
About the Gardens: “Aldridge Gardens is a 30-acre woodland garden featuring hydrangeas nestled in the heart of
Hoover. In fact, for many years the property was the home of noted nurseryman Eddie Aldridge who discovered and
patented the Snowflake Hydrangea. He and his wife Kay conveyed the property to the city of Hoover in 1997. Complete
with a six-acre lake and walking trail, Aldridge Gardens is laden with many varieties of hydrangeas, camellias and other
native Alabama plants.”

As a SCBA member, if you have hive equipment, package
For more information:
Contact:
Margie Robertson, President 2013
205-672-9604

2013 SCBA Sponsorships Information
Shelby County Beekeepers Association-SCBA Brochure
E-mail: shelbycobeekeepers@gmail.com

bees, nucs, queens, or local honey for sale, send us COMPLETE INFO. if you would like to add your name to our list.
Email: Shelbycobeekeepers@gmail.com
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Monthly Meeting, 1st Thurs. Each Month
Senior Adult Center on Highway 36,
Chelsea, AL 35043
7—9pm

Where beekeepers get the knowledge
to share the knowledge.

Shelbybees.org

SAVE 10%
LST1001-10121

Shelby County Beekeepers
Association
SCBA
A Not-For-Profit Organization

Use Code: BEE10
at checkout

Find us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
@shelbycobeekeep

SCBA Event Calendar:

NA21001-10121
time beekeeper.

ABA-Alabama Beekeepers Association, 7th
Annual Picnic, Sat., May 18, 8:41am-5:23pm.
March 2013
Cullman County Fairgrounds-1501 Sportsman
2-Day Class: Queen Rearing and Colony
Splitting, Fri/Sat, March 22-23, Contact: Jimmy Lake Road NW, Cullman, AL 35055
Carmacke, purealabamahoney@yahoo.com, If you are coming please contact Bonnie
Cell:205-966-5223, Cost: $75, Includes a deliFunderburg on what you are bringing
cious meal and a grafting kit.
here: (Baked beans, potato salad, cole

April 2013
SCBA Monthly Meeting, Thurs, April., 4, 79pm. Beekeeping Workshop, Chelsea Senior
Center.
CPR CLASS, Sat, April., 6, 8:30am Chelsea,
Senior Center. Registration. Donation: $10
Everyone welcome.
SCBA Event, Sat, April 13, 10-2pm. Bee Booth,
Myers Plants and Pottery, Pelham, AL

May 2013
SCBA Monthly Meeting, Thurs, May., 2, 79pm. Guest Speaker: Bill Evans from Rosehill
Farm, speaking on his experience as a long-

September 2013
Fall SCBA Booth #1
Shelby County Fair, Columbiana, AL , Sept.
16-21, Mon.-Fri., 5:30 p.m. until; Sat., 3 p.m.
until. Volunteers needed.

Alabama Beekeepers Association Annual
Meeting, Fri & Sat., Sept., 28 & 29, 8am til.
slaw, salad, potato chips, tomatoes, vege- 2013 Taylor Road Baptist Church, Montgomery, AL.
table, or desserts.) ABA furnishes everything else. Call Bonnie Funderburg at 205- Master Beekeepers Program, Class &
Tests, Pratville, AL.
625-3464 or email at funder@otelco.net

Link: http://www.alabamabeekeepers.com/
documents/2012%20Conv%20&%20Picnic/1012%
20%20Picnic%20main%20info%20page..htm

October 2013

June SCBA Picnic

Chelsea Day, Chelsea, AL , TBA, Volunteers
needed. Event Organizer: Betty Elder.

SCBA Monthly Meeting, Thurs, June., 6, 6:309pm. Volunteers & Food Needed: Contact-Pam
Fretwell 616-7436

Fall SCBA Booth #2

December 2013
SCBA Monthly Meeting, No meeting resumes Jan. 2, 2014.

